
. 4, A.

r the Washington wruomxt: tESfipAnr 14; ifc.

PUBLISH KVftftY fciVBMNP
(larfcealM flnari g

By 'A Washitirt Tin Company,
wtat MtiSaat. nmt.iio. rwnw. av

FRANK A. MUNaiY. iraMi.
K. H, TITinCRINGTON,, SrarsUry
C H. POPE, Treuurw. '

On Year Ctnelusfo 8an4ftvt, H.M.
Ms Months, 11. Tl. Tare Month. Mi.
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THB COMMUNITY FORUMS.

An 67nt of marked significance to
this community takes place this af-

ternoon. It is the Community Forum
meeting at the' Grover Cleveland
School. It may be the forerunner of
similar forums all over the city.

, There need be no fear that these
forums will transgress upon the
functions of tha citizens' associa-
tions if they are ncld to tho purpose
Which their sponsors outline. They
are, to be places for discussion .of

'civic problems. The citizens' asso-
ciations may act upon the conclu-
sions reached. The forums are to "be
educational, the citizens' bodies are
expressions of community, feeling as
the result of such education.

Monday afternoon is a time when
all may attend the forum- - meetings.

Ceanbership in the citizens' associa-
tions follows joining them member-
ship in the forums follows upon resi-
dence in the community where they
exist.

The general nature pf the forum
this afternoon is expressed by the
attendance of a Catholic ,prist, a
Bfebrew rabbi, and a Protestant
clergyman as speakers. Where the

.churches cannot unite the jforums
can. They can furnish the bond
among creeds and parties, classes
and! professions, for union in discuss-
ing the affairs of any community.
. The forum is tho first big step to-

ward making tho schools of the city
community centers in the true sense
of that phrase.

AS TO LBARNINO TO SPELL

Every timo iconoclasm seems to
have reached its limit it goes a step
farther. Now it is swatting tho
spelling books used in our schools.
Persons who like to criticise schools
always harken back to the "Three
E's" aa, tho supposed essential pf
education, and somewhere among
those, it is assumed, spelling ia in-

cluded.
Along come the prying' eyes of in-

vestigators from the Russell Sage
Foundation, and look through busi-
ness and professional letters of. men
high in those fields. 'They toqk, at
'random, letters dictated by fore-
most backers, railroad men, lawyers,
teachers, manufacturers, and mer-
chants! Just 542 words, they found,
constituted seven-eight- hs of .those
used.

Then a commentator of the Phila-
delphia Public-Ledge- r, with latent
memories of terrific slaughters in
those Friday afternoon "spelling
bees" of past days, looked through
a spelling book now in use in the
Philadelphia schools. ' He found such
strange lingual paroxysms as
"eclectic," "hermetical," "soporific,"
"pleonasm," "supercilious," and "de-
ciduous."

All good and "useful words, in
hall n1tlnB TOilf a imar vinfsi4t t

the pupils who are made to learn -

them wish to go forth and become
stenpgraphcrs, or bookkeepers, or .to
learn a trade, or to become a tech-
nical or a scientific expert.

Imagine the panic when the head
buyer of our leading department
store begins to pour into hip be-

wildered stenographer's ear poly-
syllables of that sort. We can see
her now, adjusting her hat, and
breezing forth to a place where she
will not be insulted! Imagine the
president of your bank, your physi-
cian, your grocer, your insurance
agent, even your clergymen, indulg-
ing in the" rhetoric oMho "advanced
spellers."

When one b'egins to think about
vocational education, and looks about
for places to do a bit of pruning,
thpy obtrude themselves in most un-
expected places.

THE CASE OF SECRETARY LANE

When Franklin K. Lane was
drafted from the Interstate Com
merce Commission to the portfolio
of the Interior, there was widespread
expression of "satisfaction. Mr. Lane
had proved himself an able public
administrator, and he possessed the
public confidence in a marked meas-
ure.

The Times was riot 'one of those
that rejoiced .whon Mr. Lane. was
taken away from a great work to
which he had devqted many years
with signal success. It felt that, on
the whole, it were better for him to
remain with tho Interstate 'Corhmis -
slop. Ho was. going .from one great
post, whoso duties and .requirements)
ho completely understood, to another
In which necessarily ho would hae
to be for a time something of a
novice. There was no question of
his capacity for a highly creditable
administration at the Interior; and
he has given that administration. He
knows, now, his new business as
well as he knew that 'at tho comm is -
sion. Is it necessary that he should
ha moved away to tho War Dcpart-M- rt

uld brkn in to atw task 7

5CSS vr
thfc MK tttwg'k.iuMMary. Onjtmete, peHtMaM, Wtn,
the titer sM, ofl men are so we-- lr have Ivgged away their atte
fat tket the!1 til erht ot toihe'oC the geod thjng. It rata far into
frittered away, in prefmrftc tiiem
everlasting!? fer new tsMcs. Mr.
Lane ought to' remain at the
nenon

Nt-- OUTLAWRY OP THE S1A

it would appear that the German
admiralty was a long time getting Jts
trap fqr the United (States, in the
matter' of arming merchant ships.
TMwahIngton Government has al
ways held to the right to place arms
cjn .vessels of commerce aa, a means
tp protection,, and. .there are "records
of a number of notable fltrhta that
such vessels have made, .in the old I

days of privateering. In this regard
Britain. and America1 stjood.togetitfr, n.
and the intimation that Washington
would insist on liners being dis
armed was the signal for a begin
ning of divergence between the mari-
time

of
rules bf the two. great powers

that 'on the whole have contributed
most, by acting together, toward de-

veloping modern regulations in beV

half of civilized warfare.
The pirate was the enemy of all

mankind, and ram time immemorial
nations reserved' the right 't& arm
their vessels of peace for defense
against pirates. In tho days of 'the
old buccaneerings of the 'Spanish
main" it would have been folly for a
merchant ship to sail the seas with to
out every .reasonable means jor de-
fending itself. Of course, the con-

ditions of that day were not, quite
so bad as the'vbn Tirnitz school of
twcntieth-century'navails- m has made
them; for even in 'the days of plajn,
avowed piracy, the quarry was per
mitted the right to attempt escane.J

aVl4taV 4la - Jju I t. a1lvmwiuui,' uicrvuy cuiiuemnin uiuiaeu.
to sure death: tVon, Tirpitz has
merely gono Captain Kidd one bet-
ter; the merchantman , must not try
to' escape, musbnot be armed, and
must hope for no better fa'te than 'to
bo sunk.

Before tho present war started, to
and before anybody save'th6 blotters
In Berlin knew .that it was going to
bo started, ttie German doctors flfj"
international, law were laying the
foundation for their present doc-

trine. They had foreseen just the
set of conditions' that have now
arisen; they .knew- - that Germany
would have to make Its naval war
oho of marauding with submarines
and raiders. They realizod that it
would be impossible to place prize
crews on their prizes, or to take
them into German ports; therefore
it became necessary for them to get
tho sea rules warped into acquies-
cence in ttyj sort of 'warfare they
would have ito make..,. '

To this end the German authori
ties gravely began assumirig, sev--

oral before tho war broke of a magnlflcent
must not and the have taten

allowed to arm. Thoy wrote the old
doctrine out and the new doctrine
into their textbooks on maritime
law. They were determined to get
the, nations committed to this new
rule if possible; putting it, of
on tho ground of "humanity." In
fact, they were planning against tho
day when their cockleshell subma-
rines would 'be scurrying the eas,
themselves defenseless, and there-
fore finding their only hope of se-

curity in rules of the sea that would
ck on them impossible

It is to suoh.a. .as. this
that Berlin assumes it has commit-
ted the United States. If it be true;
if tho Washington Government, for
the sake of tho paltry indemnity
that has been promised in the Lusi- -
tania case, has been induced to agree
that merchantmen may not arm
against pirates and submarine super-pirate- s,

then indeed has Germany
won a great diplomatic vfctory. It
Is inconceivable that our Govern-
ment has been weak and simple- -
minded enough to assent to such i
monstrous doctrine.

There never was a form of
so horrible as the submarines' em-
ployment in this war. It is simply
the assault of savagery on civiliza-
tion and peace and nil rights
of humanity. If the United States
has submitted to the rule that mer
chantmen must not protect --them
sfelvea against it, then, the United
States, has surrendered the whole
gain that civilization has achieved
from the earliest effort to formu-
late

t
a lawy of the sea ,that Bhould

preserve any form of common rights
on tho wide waters.

TJlE INTJEROORQUUH LESSON

. It is regrettable that members of
Congress are such busy men that of
necessity they cannot give time to
informing themselves about many
things going on, around them. It
would be a real task for any man, at
this distance, to keep intimately in

. touch with the sensations that' are
developing day by day in the legisj,
Jative investigation or the Interbor- -
ough Rapid Transit Company of
New York. Yet it would be well
Worth while to any man who could
find time, and it would equip him to
take a leading part in performing a
great service to the nation and to
the city of Washington!

During tho New York inquiry,
1 which 1b far from its end as yet, it
has been discovered that the great
traction property has been milked
for Wj and little graft and favors of

the milKofl,.and the slicing M fe
ging haye beep, regular features IH

the deyIopmenti financing, and.epe-atle- n

f, the great property.
The etty praumed to have an

interest in the Interhoroiighr its
credit was loaned to the building.
But it ow develops that- - it will 'be '

rtany, many years before the city I

can hotwf tor. anv returns on its .iw-t -T.

rights and iaterests. Public concerns
have been forgotten; the, men in
cuarge 01 wie uubiucbb owm w "
calculated that they ought to git all
they, could while, the .getting was

Igooa; sometime, somenow, aomeoouy
might interfere and insist on com 1

munity rights getting a little atten- -
I

tion. I

Thin Interfoorourii case recalls the
old affair" of the Chicago 'railways;

Boston gas; of privately owned
and richly exploited public utilities
everywhere. It seems always to he
about the same general condition:
the' .public pays, the plunderers
profit Must it go on always?

Hero in Washington we have an
example of overcapitalized,, inade-
quate street .railway service; of in-

tercorporate juggling worthy of the
best talents of thp Bay State 'Gas
manipulators; of electric light con-
sumers being overcharged in order

earn dividends on the aerated
stocks of a street car company that
owns the electric facilities of the
town. This condition has been no-

torious for many years; yet it is
allowed-t- continue in-th- e face of-th- e

fact that there is a simple, effective,
obvious remedy; a practical, work-
able,! surely applicable remedy.

'That remedy is public ownership.
But It in'fc nn'nltnH. Whv not?
For one reason. ,because the chair-fVhte- id

years out, pation springr ad-th- at

merchant vessels be vance. Germans

course,

doctrine

piracy

common

'. !

man of the great Congressional
committee that would have to form-
ulate publie assumption of
tho properties, is devoting himself

legislation to fine, the seller of
gasolene $1 per gallon for every
cent the price shall rise above a

Pet figure!
Washington ought to own its public

utilities, and set an example before
the whole country in honest, efficient
public conduct of such utilities.

Instead, Washington is as deep in
the mire of public utility exploita
tion even as these recent revelations
h&ve shown New York to be.

THE NEW BATTLE IN THE WEST

For several weeks the news has
been very plainly implied by tho
somewhat cryptic dispatches from
tho Franco-Belgia- n front, that a
great new encounter Js going on,
Seemingly, the" allies have,.?been
moBsinsr men and material in antici

time by the foretop, making their
smash first. As a result there have
been . initiatives on both .Bides, at
tacks and counter-attack- s, and very
little substance of results has been
achieved.

One thing, however, has been
made more- - apparent' than ever be-

fore. It is that the "b'dsiness Of
smashing through the .western line,
by either side, in either direction, is
one to be accomplished only at a
sacrifice of men and munitions Well-nig- h

past belief. The daily news dis-

patches tell of a- - few hundred yards
of French- - trenches being taken by
the Germans in one section, whife a
brief space of German outcr'works
havo been captured by the French
somewhere else. Then a day or two
later cornea the announcement that
each side has recaptured the ground
it had lost; but in every case, attack
or' counter-attac- k, the losses havo
been terrific.

It is all easy enough to ""agree
that modern. conditions have remade
the art of war; it is all but impos-
sible for two fairly "matched armies,
lighting from trenches in the open
country, to get to a military decision.
They must fight on and on till one
side or the other 1b worn out.

When each side is ready, willing,
and prepared to offer up its entire
humart resources in this bootless af
fair of mere killing without results,

J it makes war u mere shambles. There
can be no victory, no defeat; nothing
but killing, killing, killing. Tho war
is a year and a, half old, and yet
onlv . one trrcat battle of decigivn

oecn lougiu. innt uaiiie saveu
rans, rhn cause nt the al- -
lies. It is certain, now, that the nl

will not be crushed, wrecked,
ruined. It is equally certain that
Germany will not be.

month after month passes in
the horrible bloodletting, and the is
sue is never brought any closer;
rather, it seems farther away noV
than it did at tho beginning.

Tho usual crop of grave fears to-

day. Some morning we're going to
wako up and find thV country
weighted down with frivolous fears,
just for a ,

Then, again, one of the advantages
of corned beef and cabbage is that
you'll find no arsenic in your soup.

Sporting editors want to If
the German foothold is anything like
a toe-hol- d.

Dont submarine any rood rala.
'ail kkuU. lAwywrs, Amm!, m.'HMU tw4is Vatfe.

WHAT'S ON PWJ
INWl TODAY

,
'

Illiwtrated lecture 'cwIbmW HWer H -
wjvna in uresan wuntry, oraui u.JLf!&$ rnmJg" bh jU. .. Ctupiw, So--
cfety ef sctns r ceioMai cavaliers, LM

-iayu wl, T.W p. in. . '
MU"S. "eh traiDlnK ctew of.EWflwny

I. E. Oiurth, under aiuplct of th nillr- -
uua aucuon or in aioce 01 vmnnm,lrlti hall, iju O itrxt norinwMt. ilti. T. m.

JarmBrkl,' hf aermmtAmoHeta, BiCoteteltln,, odd 1IIjwV Jtell. to UP.
D nner." NVy tnd llltry.'Ortr of t

Wr, Army and Nary Club,,
'" P. m. ' '

' 'p. m.
"A Tour Around ih World an a'

dumps of tha War," Mr. Ida, Kaitlni.
"""TTi Nw Kbbllt, I p.:".Concert, U. H. Marine Hand Orcheitra, Ma.
rinm Barracka, aS:KTp. m.

Ueetlnc. Northeast Wainlnalon CltlMna' A- -
..mvu, nvrincavt umimi,!. p. ,

Metlnf, Ptney Branch atlrena', AMoclatlon.
Iowa Avnua M.i B Church) I p. m. ,

Annual, luncheon, dinner and, danco, benefit

'Tempi. Nlhth and TP atreeta northweit.
, afumooo arid rorenlnr-- ' i .

LMtur. "Ideal of a Studem." lUy. Or.
rUr J, A'Callahan, before, th, Leo 1 VIII
I.rceum of Catholic Unlvertltr, McMahon
llMll. n m

St. Valentin' "At Home.' Woman' co- -
operatire comniltte of tb Central Unln
uleelan- - 1 ia K n.Ait.

Valentin dance, Junior Social CJuV Grace
Halt. I p. m.

Tea. Collet Somen's Club, lUlelfh, 4 to t
0. IT).

Banquet. n celebration of Lincoln' Birthday.
uncoin Camp, No. 2. and, uen. Ueorr II.
Thomaa Ckunpi No. It. Sob of Veterans,

Stanebury, No. W;

Arch Chapters: board ot butldiha; trustee.
Beotllah HI!. Tatfinla. N,ll Ktrn Hlar.

Kalllpoll drotto, 713 Twelfth street north,
west.

Odd Pellows-Unl- oii, No. 11) .Deacon, No. II;
jDaon, no, sv icatner neDeaan
No. t, lUbeaaha; 1 tu th , Lodf. No. 2, It.

knllbta "of f'rth'las becatur. No. ; Calan-.th- e.

No. 11 Aaealoh Temple. No. tn. Knights
of Kharasaan.

United Daufhtars of the Confederacy-H- e-
cepuon 10 new memoera ny winni j..vi
Chapter. Rochambeau. )

nor si Arcanum National Counrll.
Daughter of America Olory Council, No. If.
tuiicnia or toiumuus vance, rotomae coun

of itonoiwcoiumbia idae. .vo. si.
Imnrfl.Ml nnla. Af Rt UanlM.( rVtiincIt

of tho District aeYenty.nrtt etJop. North-
east Temple,. Twelfth land II atreeta nortn- -
caas.

National. I'iibirWtessmen's Council.
Socialist party r. P. S, I 'Study class,

Tailors" Union, tioi 11.
Lecture, "Secretary Oarrlson'a . neslcnatlon

ana us roimcai Hifnincanc ana utner
ital Issues Mlaa Janet Jtlehards. UUdl'

torlom ot Woodward te Lothrop's. 10:U a.
m,

Memorial services. Capitol IIIII Literary Bo.
ciety, at home ot James O. Kent, Hi North
Carolina avenue southeast, 7 80 p. m.

Dane, members of lb, crew of the II. B. 8.
Mayflower, on hoard the yacht, Washing-
ton Navy Tard, I p. m.

, 4 Amusements, -
Natl5iutl-"- On TrlaL" l:U p. m.
Delasco "Princess lat," S.ZO p. m.
roll- - "Old Heldelbers;," 1:15 p. m.
Keith's Vaudeville. x:ie and : p. m.
Oayety Iiurlesque, S:U arid 1:15 p. m.
Loew'a Columbia Photoplays, It a. m, to

It p. ra--

Tomorrow,
Meetlne-- , Oaella Society, Comstock studio,

1IW fsw York avenue northwest, S p. m.
Address, "The Social Center. Ita Puposea

and OrranUatlon," Prof. KdwantJ. Walsh,
Miner Normal Bchool, Georgia avenue end
Euclid street' northwest, I p, m.

Program for the 'blind, Library of Contrrees,
l:l . m.

Lecture. "Progress tn the Study ot .Human
Heredity," Paul Popeno. befdr 'Anthro-
pological Society. iPubllo Library, p m

Lecture, "Washington ot Today and a
(Jllmpse of Washington of Tomorrow," Coi
w. v. ttartr, Detore taction no. or tn
American Electrical Railway Association,
and the commercial section ot the Poto-
mac Electric Power Association, 31 Four-
teenth street northwest; I p. m.

Maine memorial services, Fort Uyer, J .JO
p. 10.

Meeting to discuss the Bheppard prohibition
Mil, Washington Real Estate UroScers

Board of Trad rooms, i iixm..
Lecture. "Preparedness," Assistant Secre-

tary ot the Navy Roosevelt, main halt
of Emmanuel Church, Anacostla. p. to.

Lecture. "Abraham Lincoln and Ills Tlrm-a,- "

for .beneOl of the tSsrmont Aid for Con-
sumptives. Qldeon Pillow, Arcad nnvate
baln-M- 1' p. to." Dancing' from 10 to 11

P.. tn. .. ...
Benefit performance for National Junior Ke- -

pbbllc'. Poll'.' i:i$'p.-ta- .
Banquet. Timothy class of Ninth Rtreet

Christian. . Church. itundsv. school. In
church Ninth and D street northest,'7:)0
il.'ht.- -

Bahlbltlon. of .SUnaL Corps .work, 1. street
armarv. 1 n. rii.

',3f Hrron tLTarker,
no. :; King uavia, .o. a: Taaoma, no.
Sl lllthraa txxlie of Perfection, tlruce
Council, Knlihts-o- f Kadosh: Allipah, No, ;
Fldenti', No, 1, Eastern Star.

Odd Fellow-s-Washington, No. I; CloM'n
Itule. No :i: Amltr, No. 57: Mt. Pleasant,
No, n; ridellty. Rebekah, No. 7.

Knlchta of Pythias faplt'.L No. SI; Webster,
No. 7: Excelsior. No. U: Myrtle. No. XV

Daushter of America Golden Itule. No. II.
Knlshts or Columbus Carroll Council. t
Improved Order of lied Men Ureat Council

meeting. Northeast Tem-l- e.

National I'nlon Sute. War and Na-- Coun-
cil, headquarters open

Daughters rf Isabella Deneflt performanoe,
Poll'.

Socialist Party lecture, Oeorce II. DouIm!,
Pythian Temple.

Meeting, Petworth' Cltlxens' Association.
Elshth and Ehepard streets northwest, 7:0
p. m.

Political meeting. Second Ilaptlst Cburcb,
Third street northwest. S p. m.

Annual Christian Endeavor rally and ban-
ner contest, ulth Bethel Literary and His-
torical Association. Metropolitan A. M, K
church. K street, between Fifteenth and

"Sixteenth street northwest. S p. m.
Prohibition mass .meeting, Wesley M. a

Church, Fifth and P streets northwest,
S p. m. i

NEWMAN WILL TALK
ON DARKEST AFRICA

M IT

Extra Lecture Added to Course,
Following Travels in

South America.

'ThroUgh Africa" is the
subject of nn extra lecture in the
course of K. M. Kownmn fur next

iiuv.u tn.ii: : uoiivio.
' ?"'1 OVi'nlniT NOWMMI took his ninl.

ienro tiirourfU Hollvin. Ecuador. Pun- -
nmn. irnstn mm. iinrnnaos. ana ja
unit' u, foelni ono of the Uvost extenfilve
eubJedB yat nclt'cted by the Inttunu-ti.n- al

tinvoler. .
Bo extensive were tiio travols lhat

tho audlfiico was curried from tho
rapltal or Bolivia, on the top of the
AndfN, the population of whlo Im

InrROly to .dlsemn-lnfeste- .l

tiimvaO'lll, iJcuauor" ni B"vrrn... ii.M..i. .i.a nMmintu nntti ..nn
ncros the West indies, where New
man nan an especmnv booh ana wr
escellent pictures. One ot the din.
iln.tiv. fnnturo of the lectures wcrn
the pictures pf tho quaint fashions of.
the Dollvlims and the beautiful
W'imfn ofeptral America.''

High pralao os extondd tholen-Clneo- i-

feats.of tho Americans In com.
plttlntr the canal, and the lilowlnjr up
of tho nnal dam that separated the
wntera of the Atlantic and the Ta-cli- lc

were atnonr' the best In the even-Inn- 's

collection.

A Rare Treat.
"Were 1'oit beating your wire, air?"

thet judge demanded,
"YeB honor." '.Mnw llrt Vnli come to do It?
"Lord knows, Jfdfe, Kor twenty
oars she nlltia wui th' one what, did

th' beatln!. but I .Ics' happened ter
catch htr whsn she wasn't xstua
TWfetCa. awi CfeMMMt.

character that nt tho jviarne I Sunday evenlni; at the Belasco. Thisnas.aftl(ril),on KU.,nmn wjn repeat Ma

trance,

lies

But

change

know

Gotch

Icturj

Vlldcst

Indian,

r

7r
THIRD APPEAL OF SOCIAL

WORKERS-O- F D? C.
. .

The joint Finance Committee of the Associated Ctiftrities and Citi- -
zens' Relief Association n4 it neceeMry to ieeue this third
appeal in behalf of thosViri sickneee; rrwglect, and impoverish-
ment in the District of Colnmbis.

These local phiUrUhropfes are1 daily rewhing families whom pros--
perity has not yet relieved from wmt and suffering. Ten
thousand dollars are needed to continue this work without
abatement. Receipts to date are 10 per cent in arrears of last
yesrtthis time, while relief disbursements for January alone
exceeded thos'e 'for January, 19 IS, by 30 per cent.

Contributions in any amount yiH-b- e Welcome.

'Associated Charities, v' - Citizens Relief Association",,
CON ir. tivDOVPii, ynuAA-- c mvBB,
i .President. ' President. ,

, JOHN" JOY BOSON, WILMAM J. JATllBIl,' ' Treasurer. Treaaurer.
Joint Finance Committee,

MILTON H. KtVm, Chairman. . JIOWARb 8. nEMCSIDB, Treasurer.
'j Social Service House",

K3 H Street Norttiwest..

Metric System Gaining
Favor of Congress; Due
To Expansion of Trade
Legalization of French Weights and Measurements

Table Held to Be Necessary to Facilitate Com-

merce With Latin-Ameri- ca May Become
Universal,

By JUDSON C. WELLTVEB. .

The adoption of the metric system of weights and measure?;
within the, near future is foreshadowed by the extensive interest
Congress is taking in the subject.

Quite unexpectedly, a new factor; has been injected into the con-

sideration. It has been discovered by the laity that the metric system,'

now the well-nig- h universal one, is almost absolutely necessary if
this country is to' expand its business in Latin-Americ- an countries, or,
for that matter, almost anywhere else in the world.

; bill Provides for change. .

Congressman Dillon of South Dakota
haa introduced a bill which provides
that after July 1, 1920, the metric ya- -
tem of weights ant rfteaaurca ahall be
the aole legal standard In this country;
meanwhile It ahall be permtaalve In all
transactions. The Bureau ot Standards
.. .uinonaea io prornu. iau.es
equivalent showing the tfxact relations J

between present units and those under, to make change. Then the cotr-th- e

metric f jnltte eaKfrly. it told
Another measure ha. been introduced,

Klvlrur the Bureau ot Standards power
to pass upon tne types ot weighing-- ap-- 1

paratus that may be used In this coun-
try. .This measure has been the subject
of hearings, and'.wlll pass at pres-
ent session 'unless It get lost in the
Jam at the close bf session: it is
one measure to which nobody seriously
objeots, and that everybody recognizes
aa a good thing, yet, that haa tho .great-
est difficult pasting simply oecausa
there is not enough fight about it to

attention.
There Is some disposition to pass first

the measure giving the Bureau of
Standards authority over weighing ap-
paratus, and to postpone for a time the
metric system bill, it Is argued that it
tha bureau' had authority over "weigh
ing Instruments It could use that au-
thority to familiarize the public with
metric units and terms. There Is, ac
cording to experts in the subject, less
xorce in mis argument tnan mignt do
supposed. The metric system has been
legal in this country .for a long time,
and all manufacturers of scales are
now equipped to turn out instruments
for use under this the common
method at present Is to have tRo two
scales side by side so that either may
be used.

Used In Scientific Work.
Not only this, but technical and act- -

establishments are adoptlns tho
metric system In scientific vork, In
construction of delicate machinery, etc..
Decause ot its general superiority.
greater slmpUdty, accuracy, and facil-
ity In making calculations. Some time
ago the Baldwin Locomotive
got an order for a number of locomo-
tives for tho French government, with
the requirement that they be based on
the metric units. The company ut first
doubted the practicability of Adjusting
its models, paraphernalia, etc., in this
system; but Mt was decided that the
thing could be done and was worth do-
ing; the order wait taken, and the tn-gln- es

built under the Preach measures.
It lias proved a good move, for most of
tho railroad systems outside this coun
try use machinery constructed on these
'measures, and American manufacturers
are learning that they must aarpt tnem-selv- es

to the requirements of .the mar-
ket. , , -

The great advantage of. tha metric
system is that it Is based through-
out on thb scale of ten, while
the American-Britis- h system is ir
regular. Under the metric sys-
tem ten centimeters made ono deci-
meter, ten declmotcrs make one racr,
and so on; unue unucr our system
twelye 'inches make one foot, threo foet
one yard, fivo nnd one-ha-lf ynrds pne
rod, etc. In computations,
therefore, the American system requires
careful multiplications or divisions,
wtiiiM thn metric Hvstein gets tha result
by merely adding ciphers or pointing oft
decimal places, ac?"'", m cu o
facility, mark the metric system; It
naturally goes along with the Arabic
v.im nt iieclmal numeration. More

over the United States ha adopted the
decimal system ill, tui money, ana uii

mnnoy transactions and calculations
would be easier if measures wero In the
corresponding system.

But nil this Is not the arrument thtvt
is impressing Concrets Just now. There
was rather languid interest In the met-
ric proposal, as there always has been
In tlm naat. until Secretary of Corn--

tie
system. JUUmed waa

the

the

compel

system:

entiffo

SVorks

making

mere Vtedfield rent the director of tho
Burcau of standards t. tell a Consreaicaj committee how important ltJti

vVRusrlaTTurteyrand OrAt
Britain, and it ia lent there. It Is the
sole-syste- in all LMln-Amerlc- af and
Is legal, and fast Incrcaslnsr in nodular
ity. In Japan, China, and almost all
other countries., Not to use It is t-- stiff-ic- ct

American commerce to a great
handicap In cotmirlee that have It and
that aro accustomed to do nil their
business in Jts terms. The Department
of Commetvo, in fact, considers It one
of tho most tmiortaht develonment pos-
sible, at this time, as a means ot trado
extension. A univrat laiiguare is
about the only international trade fa-
cility that could be more useful

The metric system waa one of the
products of tho trreit intellectual out-
burst thut marked the
period In Franco. It Inventors be-
lieved it destined to become the uni-
versal standard, nnd In little more than
a ccnturv- - their expectation fs realized.
Tn the Bureau of standards of the
I'nlted Plntcs, th dlrectcr stated to
the-- Congressional committee, all calcu-
lations nre made tinder the metric svs-ter- n:

nobody would think of wastInK
time with the Intricacies of the Anglo-Amerlct- M

tables After tesulta nre
reached under the metric computations
they nre reduced to terms of feet,
pounds, or whatever miy to required.

Based On Earth's Surface.
Tho French commission that Invented

the system tas determined to base It on
somo Invariable quantity In nature; and
tho distance on the earth'u surface from
equator to polo was decided upon. This
was measured und checked repeatedly
by scientific processes; and the ten
millionth part ot this distance was
made the meter. It Is now known that
this quadrant is not an absolutely fixed
value; also that the measurements were
not exact. But the arbitrary standards
prcp-ired-

, on the basis of these calcu-
lations have been'accepted everywhere.

Ono ot tho greatest difficulties about
adopting tho metric system In this
country has to do with land measure-
ments. All the lands are held on theacrn unit basis; to reduce this to he-ctaresthe metric, land unit would In-
volve vast dlfflcXiltles In reorganising
records. As a matter of fact, this dlf-ncu-

Is not so great aa Imagined.
When the United States acquired Texas,
California, nnd other Southwesternatcas that had been survived hv thn
Spanish, tho unit of measurement for
ionn was uie Spanish varas, of approx-
imately thlltv-lhrc- n iml nn.ttilrrf
Inches. All these mennurements had to
bo 1 educed to At.tcrlcan unit nnd It
was accompanied with comparatively
little tr.viblo.

The present American system issimply a chaos. Wo have, for Instance,a dry and a liquid quart: nnd they donot correspond to tho British quarts.
Tho British liquid qtmrt Is 20 per centlarger than ours, while their standardbushel Is 3 per cent less than ours.

Necessities of their Kreat foreign
trade havo compelled tho Kngllsh to use
tho metric system In that department
of their affairs, and thoy are much mora
familiar with it than, are Americans.Japan has. legalized the system, nna
Us own national system Is very similarto the metric. There is every reason
tn believe that the United States' adop-
tion of the standard would be followed
by Ita acceptance in England, whlcn
would mtan almost literal 'universality.

One. Year &o Today in the War
Germany told the United States she would not accede to the

American request thaMhe submarine war zone be abandoned
unless England agreed not to cut off her food supplies.

Winston Churchill told Parliament Germany's food supply would
be cut off. ' '

Lloyd-Georg- e told Parliament the allies would spend ten billion
dollars on the war in 1015. .'

Albanians continued their advance in southern Serbia.
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Two ConarMMrtn
Sptaktrt at Banqott tf tit.
Mate.

. 'vlALEXANDRIA, "Feb. It Anaettijee-tne- nt

was made today by C Tft--

Waller, Jr., master of AlaBdrla-Wah-Ingto- n

Lodge of Masons, of the.pfcf'
who will deliver addresses at the' an-
nual banquet ot the enrairlsaUem wMeh'
will be held on Washiagten'a BtrtM..
They will hi Congressman A. P. ara
ner of Maachtts, CongrcwsmaHi
Martin A. Morrison of llUneto, Warren
B. SelpD, of Maryland, and J. Akton
Cabell, grand master of Masons ot
Virginia. Master Waller wjll preside;

The banquet will be held In the BlkV
Auditorium, and It is expected that t$0,
guests will be present, l'revlou to tha
banquet a stated communication of
Alexandria-Washingto- n lodge will b
held In tho Elks' lodge room, . .

Among the guests will be the' mem;
bers of the Washington NatteatJ Ma.
sonlo Memorial Association wfeMere
vention will commence hero en February
21. The members ot tho assoelatton.siBel
tho officers .and members of 'Aletcati.

Lodge will make their
annual pilgrimage to tha tomb of
George Vyashlngton on the afternoon cf
February jg.

i

The February term of tho corporation
court commenced this morning. -- Tats la
a chancery term, and there are i few fan.
portant matters to come before, the
court for consideration.

In police court today. Orry Fields, col-
ored, who on Janbary M assaulted. Sam-
uel Lee, colored, breaking' threo of the
latter ribs, was sentence 'to py .'a
fine of MO and serve six months the
city Jail by Tollco Justice Caton Jls
morning. ,r

Bitter denunciation ot the praeUoM of
modern society of taking .the nam .
dod In vain, and an eloquent --plea, .ta
all Catholics to help the growth of tho
Holy Name Society were, the fetur
ot an address delivered last night at the i

first solemn-vespe- r service of tho Holy.
Name Society of SU Mary's Catholic
Church by the Rev. B. P. Oaffnty, of
St. Dominic's ChUrch. Washington. k
member of the Dominican' Order oC
Priests. ' t

Despite the inclement weathefv tha
church Avoa crowded with worsnipers,
among them a large mlabe- - Of --.

bers of the Holy-Nom- e Society' ot Wash --i

tngton. -- The central portion of th
church was reserved for the members
of the society, and they made an Im-
pressive scene when at the close- of
Father Gaffney's sermon they rose in
a body and repeated the vows ot theln
organization.

The Kev. Lawrence F. Kelly assist-
ant pastor of the church, and a. spiritual
director of the society, waa the cele-
brant of the service, with tho Rev. Louts
8mel. pastor ot 8t-- Mary's, aa cleacon,
nnd the Rev. J. J. Kelly, pastor ot St..
Joseph's Church, this city, as aub-deac- on.

L $
The service was sung by, the Knlghta

of Columbus Choral Society of Wash-
ington. The Washlngtonlans 'camoto
Alexandria, on a special train. Tn
service waa followed by the.benedlctttm
of tho most Blessed Sacrament. ,

The following, committee had charge,
of the arrangements: Paul A, Kernr
Gwald, William DeVaughann WilHaw
Desmond, Thomas W. iurphy.jBylve
tcr A. Breen. and Francis M. Fannea.

TtnhAi-- t v. itntf-h-t. vice Brealdcnt of--

the Virginia Retail erchanU'-MO-clutlo- n,

and representing ,th retejl.
merchants of this city, left for
n.und tcday to appear Marc the
nuance committee of the State-legislature,

which has under considera-
tion the ralslnu of the merchants
licenso tax. .

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bendhe'lnnleft
for New York today.

The monthly meeting, of the. cham
ber of commerce will be ncja in

andtheir rooms, comer oi n
Washlmrton streets, tonight.

Mrs. Hannah Pullman, widow of
Peter J. Pullman, died yesterday at
his. home. 1J15 Klnic treot- - Shea
survived by several children. . J

The body of Louis' Bree'n.'ajfprmer
resident of thl; city, who' died Batur-da- y

at Springfield. Mas, has een
brought here, and Mie .funeral .will
take place tomorrow.

The pulpit of Christ Episcopal
Church yesterday morning was occu- -
plod by the Rev, 8. A. Wallls. 9f,tha
ljplscopal Theological 8eminaryv

J, W. VarneyV ot Del Ray, with tha
csrlstance of Harry W.Rudd. acoUt.
commissioner of this city is organl ng
ttoop of Boy ScouU in Del Ray.

ANACOSJIA. .,
Th followlnr emplbyes at the 'Oor,

ernmept Hospital for the Insane have,
received promotions: Ernest D. Day,
Francis C. Jloyd, M,ary C. Willlani, .

na mond Trammell, James H. Redmap.
Cecil F. Moyer. ' Wllfted Richardson,
Charleo W. Pllkerton, Frederics! W.
Tucker, George B. Burnham, George" C,

Willis. Ralph M. Clagett. Bertla JjUs-glbbo-

Owen T. Whltesl. Michael
Fitzgerald. L. L. Walter. Peter J. Has-ensta- b.

Alvln L. Wynkoop. VlotorLL.
Watson, Laura F. Gibbons, liazla B,
Hudnall. Mary Boswell. W. M. Pone.
Lucy Mlffleton, Nellie E.. BetUs, Nina
p. Gibbons, Mrs. Florence .V. ipron".
Ruth Clements. .Mamie 8. Powell. Vir-
ginia M. , McDermott.. Alice K. Bond,

i. n ntnhin v.vh M. Cook. Elizabeth
R. Colley. Maud M. -- lAicaa, Gertrude
Berry. Charles Chappelear. Andrew L.
Day.. Joseph Krletn.' an4 Joseph T.
Groves.

. A special gathering- - of the League-o- f

he Good Shepherd of St Teresa's
Church was held last night '

t

The Highland" Athletic Club is arrang-
ing for a dance, to be given February
25, In the assembly hall ot St. Teresa's
Church. . '

Miss Hefty Masson entertained-'-
number of young people at her hptne
Saturday evening. In the company
were Anna Hagan, Mary Eatep. Alice
Lcapley, MargaretBeveridge. Marguer-
ite Campbell, Hilda Hennlng, ,IIe(y
Masson, Helen Masson. Charles Fitzler.
John Cook, William Medley. Raymond
Eno, Zane Kelly, James Beydrldge, and
Donald Masson.

Re. George Buckler Is In charge, of
tho revival services being- - conducted
this week at the Congress Heights M.
K. Church. t

, v. ;. , ,

AH WarVeterans Are
Given Holiday Tomorrow
Postmarter General Burleson tQdjiy

made public an order Issued by him
granting leave of abtenco to all G. A.
R., Confederate, i Spanish' War,, and
Army and Navy Cnlon employes In (ha
Postofflco Department tomorrow after'
noon, so that they may attend, the
Maine memorial services at Arlington.

Such absence U to bo charged to the
vauraju' annual leave, taa er4r aaya.
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